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THE  GEOGRAPHY  OF  CANADA 

The  courses  in  Geography  in  Grades  XI  and  XII  were  designed  to 
give  the  student  an  understanding  of  the  geographical  approach  to  the 
study  of  man’s  adjustment  to  his  environment  and  his  struggle  to  satisfy 
his  various  needs.  The  student  has  also  had  an  opportunity  to  acquire 
knowledge  and  develop  skills  in  the  field  of  geography. 

The  aims  and  guiding  principles  as  outlined  in  the  courses  of  study 
for  Grades  XI  and  XII  Geography  apply  also  to  Grade  XIII  but  are  not 
repeated  here. 

The  Grade  XIII  course  is  designed  to  make  further  use  of  the 
student’s  powers  of  observation  and  reasoning  in  the  study  of  the  geo¬ 
graphical  background  of  Canadian  problems.  The  student  will  study  the 
important  geographical  factors  which  influence  the  development  of  the 
Canadian  economy  and  thereby  widen  his  appreciation  of  Canada’s  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  world  community. 

A  desirable  activity  which  tests  the  development  of  geographical 
skills  is  the  planning  and  the  preparation  of  an  essay,  illustrated  by 
maps  and  charts,  fully  documented,  and  accompanied  by  an  adequate 
bibliography. 

Part  A.  The  Physical  Environment  of  Man’s  Activities  in  Canada 

(approximately  two  months) 

The  study  of  the  geography  of  Canada  involves,  in  the  first  instance, 
an  appreciation  of  the  physical  setting  in  which  Canadians  live.  A  study 
of  the  natural  patterns  of  the  geological  foundation,  the  influence  of 
climatic  factors,  the  belts  and  zones  of  natural  vegetation  and  soils, 
provides  the  framework  within  which  more  detailed  investigation  and 
analysis  may  take  place,  but  without  which  many  facts  have  little  mean¬ 
ing.  The  student  should  realize  the  potentialities  of  this  environment  and 
the  need  for  the  development  and  conservation  of  its  resources. 
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The  Government  of  Canada,  through  its  specialized  bureaus  and 
agencies,  has  prepared  many  studies  and  descriptions  of  the  environmental 
factors  of  Canada.  These  reliable  studies,  embodying  sound  scholarship 
and  careful  research,  give  valuable  assistance  in  the  teaching  of  this 
course. 

I.  Canada’s  position,  shape,  and  size 

1.  Relative  location:  relation  of  Canada  to  North  America  and  the 
world 

2.  Comparison  of  shape  and  size  of  Canada  with  other  countries 

II.  Geological  divisions  and  drainage  systems 

1.  Major  geological  divisions:  Canadian  Shield,  Appalachian  Area, 
Interior  Plains  (Western  Canada,  St.  Lawrence  Lowlands,  Hudson 
Bay  Lowland),  Cordilleran  Area,  Arctic  Islands 

2.  Principal  characteristics  of  the  general  physiography  and  the 
major  drainage  systems 

3.  Significance  of  glaciation  in  relation  to  the  general  terrain 

III.  Climate 

1.  Climatic  controls:  air  circulation,  masses  and  fronts;  tem¬ 
perature,  January  and  July  averages  (isotherms),  growing 
season  and  frost-free  period;  precipitation,  annual  and  seasonal 
distribution;  evaporation,  available  moisture 

2.  Major  climatic  divisions:  Atlantic  provinces  (east  coast),  Lower 
Great  Lakes  and  St.  Lawrence  Lowlands,  Prairies  (including 
semi-arid  areas),  Boreal  (Taiga,  Subarctic),  Northern  lands 
(Tundra,  Arctic),  Pacific  coasts  and  coastal  valleys,  High  moun¬ 
tains  (including  interior  valleys) 

IV.  Native1  vegetation  and  animal  life 

1.  Major  vegetation  divisions:  Acadian  forest,  Great  Lakes  —  St. 
Lawrence  forest,  Niagara  deciduous  forest,  Boreal  forest,  Sub- 
alpine  forest,  Columbia  forest,  Montane  forest,  Pacific  Coast 
forest,  Grassland,  Alpine  and  Arctic  Tundra 

V.  Soil  zones  of  Canada 

1.  Great  soil  groups  related  to  climate  and  vegetation 

2.  Soil  zones:  Brown  soil,  Dark  brown,  Black,  Grey  wooded,  High 
lime,  Cordilleran,  Pacific  coast,  Eastern  podzol,  Brown  podzol, 
Grey  brown,  Podzols  of  the  Canadian  Shield,  Tundra  soil 

3.  Agricultural  soil  resources 
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Part  B.  Geographical  Regions  of  Canada  (approximately  four  months) 

A  regional  approach  to  the  study  of  the  Geography  of  Canada  must 
take  cognizance  of  human  relations  as  well  as  of  physical,  historical,  and 
political  geography.  When  this  is  done,  each  division  possesses  a  pattern 
of  development,  peculiar  to  itself.  An  acceptable  division  of  Canada  into 
geographic  regions  has  been  made  by  the  Geographic  Branch  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  Canada.  These  regions  form  the  basis  of  this  section. 

The  Geographical  Regions  of  Canada 

1.  The  Gulf  Region  or  Atlantic  Provinces 

2.  The  Great  Lakes  —  St.  Lawrence  Lowlands,  including  the  north¬ 
ern  hinterland  (the  Eastern  Pioneer  Fringe) 

3.  Laurentian  or  Boreal  Forest 

4.  The  Prairies,  including  the  northern  hinterland  (the  Prairie 
Pioneer  Fringe) 

5.  Mackenzie  Lowlands 

6.  Southern  British  Columbia,  including  the  northern  hinterland 
(the  Pacific  Pioneer  Fringe) 

7.  The  Yukon 

8.  The  Arctic 

A  suggested  outline  for  the  study  of  a  region 

I.  Physical  characteristics  of  the  region 

1.  Base  rock  formations:  brief  geological  history 

2.  Surface  features  of  the  land  and  their  significance 

3.  Climate  of  the  region : 

(a)  seasonal  distribution  of  temperature,  pressure,  winds,  rain¬ 
fall,  and  the  factors  which  influence  these  distributions 

(b)  climatic  differences  within  the  region 

4.  Vegetation  and  soils:  natural  types  of  vegetation  in  relation  to 
climate,  soils,  and  land  forms 

II.  Economic  geography  of  the  region.  (Each  region  does  not  include 
all  activities.  The  emphasis  should  be  placed  on  those  of  greatest 
importance  in  the  region  under  study.) 

1.  Agriculture 

(a)  types  of  farming  in  relation  to  climate  and  soil 

(b)  trends  in  farming:  changes  in  land  use,  farming  methods, 
and  types  of  crops 
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(c)  problems  of  development  and  conservation  related  to  agri¬ 
culture 

2.  Forestry 

(a)  distribution  of  forests 

(b)  types  of  forest  industry 

(c)  problems  of  development  and  conservation  related  to  forestry 

3.  Mineral  production 

(a)  classification  and  distribution  of  minerals:  mineral  fuels, 
iron  ore,  important  metals,  and  nonmetallic  minerals 

(b)  types  of  mining:  shaft,  open  pit,  quarries,  wells 

(c)  problems  of  development  and  conservation  related  to  mining 

4.  Fisheries 

(a)  distribution 

(b)  types  of  fishing 

(c)  modern  developments  in  the  fishing  industries 

(d)  problems  of  development  and  conservation  related  to 
fisheries 

5.  Power 

(a)  production  of  power  from  coal,  petroleum,  gas,  water,  wind, 
and  atomic  sources 

(b)  transmission  of  power 

(c)  problems  of  development  and  conservation  related  to  power 

6.  Manufacturing 

(a)  main  types  of  manufacturing 

(b)  leading  industries  and  reasons  for  their  location 

(c)  trends  in  manufacturing 

7.  Transportation  facilities 

(a)  main  patterns  of  land,  water,  and  air  transportation 

(b)  adequacy  or  inadequacy  of  the  transportation  networks 

8.  Population 

(a)  reasons  for  population  distribution:  urban  and  rural 

(b)  characteristics  of  the  main  urban  centers 

(c)  study  of  an  urban  center  which  illustrates  some  of  the  out¬ 
standing  characteristics  of  the  regional  economy 
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Part  C.  The  Natural  Wealth  of  Canada:  Its  Development,  Utilization, 

and  Conservation  (approximately  two  months) 

Part  A  of  this  course  gives  the  student  an  opportunity  to  study  the 
geographical  foundations  of  Canada  and  Part  B  enables  him  to  undertake 
a  more  detailed  study  of  the  major  geographical  regions  of  Canada. 

The  student  is  now  in  a  position  to  develop  a  synthesis  of  the  material 
which  he  has  studied  in  detail.  The  outline  for  Part  C  has  been  elaborated 
in  order  to  enable  him  to  achieve  this  result. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  course,  the  student  should  have  acquired  an 
intelligent  over-all  view  of  the  geographical  factors  in  the  Canadian 
economy. 

I.  The  population  of  Canada 

1.  Population  density  and  reasons  for  the  population  pattern 

2.  Forces  affecting  the  number  and  distribution  of  people 

3.  Possibilities  of  future  growth 

II.  Trends  in  Canadian  development 

1.  Fish,  Furs,  and  Forestry 

(a)  major  fishing  areas  and  their  relative  importance:  con¬ 
trasts  between  east  coast,  west  coast,  and  inland  fisheries; 
problems  of  production,  marketing,  and  conservation 

(b)  changing  patterns  in  the  fur  industry:  shifts  from  trapping 
to  fur  farming,  rehabilitation  and  conservation  of  natural 
trapping  areas,  effects  of  fluctuating  market 

(c)  importance  of  forests  in  the  national  economy:  factors  con¬ 
tributing  to  rapid  forest  depletion  and  the  consequences  of 
depletion;  sustained  yield  management  as  the  key  to  forest 
conservation;  timber  products  in  relation  to  national  and 
international  markets 

(d)  concise  evaluation  of  the  part  which  has  been  played  by  the 
industries  based  on  fish,  furs  and  forests  in  the  development 
of  the  Canadian  economy 

(e)  the  recreational  use  of  land  and  the  tourist  trade 

2.  Agriculture 

(a)  climate  and  soil  as  limiting  factors  in  Canadian  agriculture: 
accepted  estimates  of  cultivable  land  and  possible  extension 
of  the  agricultural  area 

(b)  character  and  variety  of  Canadian  agriculture:  crops,  live¬ 
stock 

(c)  reasons  for  shift  in  the  types  of  farming 

(d)  problems  of  production  and  marketing:  importance  of 
foreign  markets 

(e)  soil  conservation  as  a  major  need:  reasons  for  decline  in  soil 
fertility ;  remedial  measures 

(f)  farm  woodlots,  shelter  belts 
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3.  Minerals 

(a)  the  relation  of  mining  areas  to  the  geological  map 

(b)  Canadian  mineral  production,  strategic  minerals  which 
Canada  lacks,  comparisons  with  other  countries 

(c)  relation  of  producing  areas  to  processing  centres  and  con¬ 
suming  markets 

(d)  lines  of  development  best  adapted  to  Canadian  conditions 

4.  Hydrographic  factors :  water  power,  water  resources 

(a)  major  uses  of  water:  domestic,  agricultural,  industrial,  water 
power,  transportation,  wildlife  and  fish,  recreation 

(b)  water  problems:  control  of  run-off,  stream  pollution,  river 
valley  development,  use  of  water  power  resources 

5.  Manufacturing 

(a)  factors  affecting  industrial  location  in  Canada:  sources  of 
power,  raw  materials,  labour,  capital,  transport,  markets 

(b)  major  Canadian  manufacturing  areas 

(c)  industrial  expansion  since  1940 

(d)  the  problem  of  decentralization  of  industry 

6.  Transportation  and  communications 

(a)  main  lines  for  rail,  highway,  and  air  transportation:  major 
transportation  centers 

(b)  main  river,  lake,  and  canal  routes,  coastal  shipping,  major 
lake  and  ocean  ports 

(c)  main  pipelines  and  important  power  grids 

(d)  telecommunications:  telegraph,  telephone,  radio,  television 

(e)  new  developments 

(f)  the  necessity  of  an  extensive  and  varied  system  of  transpor¬ 
tation  and  communication  for  Canadian  unity:  patterns  of 
commercial  activity 

7.  Canadian  trade 

(a)  domestic,  external  (emphasis  on  trade  with  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain) 

(b)  problems  of  Canadian  production  and  trade 

III.  Canadian  unity 

1.  Problems:  size  of  the  country,  varied  physical  environment,  cul¬ 
tural  composition 

2.  Interdependence  of  the  regions:  a  summary  of  their  significant 
contributions  to  the  national  prosperity. 

IV.  Relation  of  Canada  to  the  World  Community 

1.  Defence  requirements  and  strategic  materials 

2.  International  organizations  and  agreements  such  as:  The  Com¬ 
monwealth,  United  Nations,  NATO,  Colombo  Plan,  Pan-American 
Union 
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Materials  Suitable  For  Students’  Use 


Canada  (annual),  Queen’s  Printer,  Ottawa  _  -50 

Canada  Yearbook  (annual),  students’  edition,  Queen’s  Printer, 

Ottawa  _  1-50 

New  Map  of  Canada,  Dept,  of  Mines  and  Technical  Surveys,  Ottawa  .50 

Mineral  Map  of  Canada,  Dept,  of  Mines  and  Technical  Surveys, 
Ottawa  _ .10 

Reprints  from  the  Canada  Yearbook  and  Canada  (annual),  as  available 
from  the  Queen’s  Printer,  Ottawa,  .10  each :  Geology  of  Canada, 
Fauna  and  Flora  of  Canada,  Agricultural  Industries  of  Canada, 
Forest  Industries  of  Canada,  Fur  Resources  of  Canada,  Cana¬ 
dian  Petroleum  Industry,  Water  Resources  of  Canada,  Hydro¬ 
graphy  of  Canada,  Political  Evolution  of  Canada,  Soils  of 
Canada.  The  originals  of  the  articles  of  these  reprints  are  found 
in  past  editions  of  the  Canada  Yearbook  and  Canada  (annual). 

Canadian  Geological  Survey,  Geology  and  Economic  Minerals  of 
Canada  _ _  .75 

Canadian  Geographical  Branch,  Introduction  to  the  Geography  of  the 
Canadian  Arctic  _  .50 

Citizenship  Series,  available  from  the  Queen’s  Printer,  Ottawa,  .10  each: 
Our  Land,  Our  History,  Our  Government,  Our  Resources. 

Reference  Books 
(to  be  available  for  student  use) 

Putnam,  D.F.  et  al.  Canadian  Regions,  Dent  1952  _  7.50 

(the  best  comprehensive  reference  book) 

Agricultural  Institute  of  Canada,  The  Use  and  Conservation  of  Canada’s 
Farm  Lands  _  .50 

Brown,  Geo.  W.  (ed.)  Canada,  United  Nations  Series,  University  of  Cali¬ 
fornia  Press,  1950,  Saunders,  Toronto  _  6.50 

Canadian  Geographical  Society,  Geographical  Aspects  of  the  Provinces, 
Canadian  Geographical  Society,  Ottawa,  1949  _ 3.50 

Currie,  A.W.,  Economic  Geography  of  Canada,  Macmillan,  Toronto, 
1947  _  3.50 

Gilmour,  G.P.,  Canada’s  Tomorrow,  Macmillan,  Toronto,  1954  _  3.50 

Gutsell,  B.V.,  An  Introduction  to  the  Geography  of  Newfoundland,  Geo¬ 
graphical  Branch,  1947  _  .25 

Halliday,  W.E.D.,  A  Forest  Classification  for  Canada,  Bull.  89,  Queen’s 
Printer,  Ottawa,  1937  _  .25 

Hudson,  Stutt,  VanVleit,  and  Forsyth,  Types  of  Farming  in  Canada, 
Publication  825,  Dept,  of  Agriculture,  Ottawa,  1949  _  .25 


9 


Jenness,  Diamond,  The  Indians  of  Canada,  Bull.  65,  National  Museum, 
Queen’s  Printer,  Ottawa,  1934  _  2.00 

Koeppe,  C.E.,  The  Canadian  Climate,  McKnight  and  McKnight,  1931  3.50 

Langford,  G.B.,  Out  of  the  Earth,  University  of  Toronto  Press,  1954  3.75 

McConkey,  0.,  Conservation  in  Canada,  Dent,  Toronto,  1951  _  3.75 

Moore,  E.S.,  Elementary  Geology  for  Canada,  Dent,  1944  _ ... _  3.85 

Nicholson,  N.L.,  The  Boundaries  of  Canada,  Its  Provinces  and  Territories, 
Queen’s  Printer,  Ottawa,  1954  _  .75 

Pearson,  L.B.  et  al.  Canada,  Nation  on  the  March,  Clarke  Irwin,  Toronto, 

1953  _  3.50 

Robinson,  J.L.  and  M.J.,  The  Geography  of  Canada,  Longmans  Green, 
Toronto,  1950  _  2.75 

Stobbe  and  Leahey,  Guide  for  the  Selection  of  Agricultural  Soils,  Central 
Experimental  Farm,  Ottawa,  1944  _ .10 

Taylor,  Griffith,  Canada,  Methuen,  London,  1947,  British  Book  Service, 
Toronto  _  4.25 

Taylor,  Griffith  et  al,  Canada  and  Her  Neighbors,  Ginn,  Boston, 
1947  2.50 

Vander  Valk,  A.,  Canada's  Economic  Future,  McGraw-Hill,  Toronto, 

1954  3.75 


The  following  textbooks  on  North  America  have  detailed  sections  on 
Canada 


Dice,  Lee  R.,  The  Biotic  Provinces  of  North  America,  University  of 
Michigan  Press,  1943  2.50 

Jones,  L.R.  and  P.W.  Bryan,  North  America,  Methuen,  London,  1948  4.25 

Miller,  G.  and  T.  Parkins,  North  America,  Wiley,  New  York,  1954  6.00 

Smith,  J.R.  and  M.O.  Phillips,  North  America,  Harcourt  Brace,  New 
York,  1940  _  7.00 

White,  C.L.  and  E.J.  Foscue,  Regional  Geography  of  North  America, 
Prentice-Hall,  New  York,  1953  _  6.00 


Wright,  A.J.,  United  States  and  Canada,  Appleton  Century  Crofts,  New 
York,  1948  _ _ _  4.50 


Atlases 

Pupils’  Atlases 

Dent’s  School  Atlas,  Dent 

Book  Society  Social  Studies  Atlas,  Book  Society 
Modern  Canadian  Atlas  of  the  World,  Ryerson 
Nelson’s  School  Atlas,  Nelson 
Rand  McNally  Classroom  Atlas,  Gage 


10 


Reference  Atlases 


Bartholomew’s  Advanced  Atlas  of  Modern  Geography,  McGraw-Hill 
Canadian  Oxford  Atlas,  Oxford 
Goode’s  School  Atlas,  Gage 

The  following  World  Economic  Geography  Atlases  have  excellent  econ¬ 
omic  maps  and  text  material  on  Canada. 

Oxford  Economic  Atlas  of  the  World,  Oxford  Press,  1954  _  6.00 

Van  Royen,  W.,  The  Agricultural  Resources  of  the  World,  Prentice-Hall, 
New  York,  1954  _  8.00 

Van  Royen,  W.,  The  Mineral  Resources  of  the  World,  Prentice-Hall,  New 
York,  1954  _  8.00 


NOTE: 

Upon  request,  a  complete  list  of  books,  materials,  maps,  film 
strips,  and  motion  pictures  useful  for  teachers  of  Geography  may  be 
procured  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Ontario  Geography  Teachers’  Asso¬ 
ciation. 
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